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भज गोविन्दम ्भज गोविन्दम ्

गोविन्दम ्भज मूढ मत े

Bhaja Govindam is a popular 8th century Hindu devotional 

composition in Sanskrit attributed to Adi Shankara.  

========================================================= 

This work of Adi Shankara underscores the view that devotion 

(Bhakti) to God, Govinda, is a vastly important part of general 

spirituality, as emphasised by Bhakti Yoga and the Bhakti movement.  

========================================================= 

This work is generally considered a summary of  

Adi Shankara's Advaita Vedanta philosophy. 
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The 1st song of MS Subbulakshmi (on Murugan) 

MS Amma had her 1st recording, when she was a kid of 10 years! (1926) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

She came back from school & was eager to go out and play; But her 

mom, Madurai Shanmuga Vadivu, got her an opportunity! 

She made the kid, sing a Tamizh Song (Maragatha Vadivum); The mother 

played Veena along with the kid; This was recorded by Oriental Records! 

=========================================================== 

This song was composed by a great Vaishnavite devotee of Lord Muruga  

His name was Pagazhi Koothar; 

He lived in 15th CE; He composed this "kiddie poem" called piLLai 

Tamizh and this one is a lullaby to Tiruchendur Muruga! 

============================================================

There is a taanpura in the beginning for few seconds  

Not on original record of 1026  - but in this You tube upload! 





 Madurai Shanmukhavadivu Subbulakshmi  

शन्मुगिडीउ – belonged to Devdasi community 

Her father was Subramania Iyer, a lawyer by profession and a rasika, 

Family lived in Maudrai – close to Meenakshi temple. 

Elder brother Shakativel learned Mrindagam, younger sister 

Vadivambal learned veena and Kunjamma (MS) excelled in Vocals  



Carnatic vocalist MS Subbulakshmi seen during her younger 

years with her mother’s veena in 1945. 

Pic Courtesy/ Shanmukhanand Archives 



"Kalki" Thiagaraja Sadasivam (4 September 1902 – 22 November 1997) 

was a leading freedom fighter, singer, journalist and film producer who was 

one of the founders, along with Kalki Krishnamurthy of the Tamil 

magazine Kalki. He is well known as the husband of famous classical 

carnatic singer M.S. Subbulakshmi 

Sadasivam had two daughters named Radha and Vijaya from his first wife, Smt. 

Apithakuchambal. In July 1936, Sadasivam met M.S. Subbulakshmi,  

=============================================================== 

The two eventually married on July 10, 1940 after his first wife died. 

Sadasivam was also close to journalist and writer Kalki Krishnamurthy with whom he 

co-founded the popular magazine Kalki in 1940. 
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M.S. also acted in a few Tamil films in her youth. Her first 

movie, Sevasadanam, was released on 2 May 1938. F.G. Natesa Iyer was 

the lead actor, opposite Subbulakshmi, in this film, directed by K. 

Subramanyam. It was a critical and commercial success 

MS Subbulakshmi also played the male role 

of Narada in "Savitri" (1941) to raise money for 

launching Kalki, her husband's nationalist 

Tamil weekly.  

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Her title role of the Rajasthani saint-

poetess Meera in the 1945 film gave her 

national prominence.  

This movie was re-made in Hindi in 1947. 
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Year Film Language Role Co-Star Director Music 

1938 
Sevasadan

am 
Tamil Sumathi F. G. Natesa Iyer K. Subramanyam Papanasam Sivan 

1940 Sakuntalai Tamil Shakunthala 

G. N. 

Balasubramaniam

, Radha 

Viswanathan 

Ellis R. Dungan 
Papanasam 

Sovan 

1941 Savithiri Tamil Saint Narada 
Y. V. Rao, Shanta 

Apte 
Y. V. Rao 

Thuraiyur 

Rajagopala 

Sarma & 

Kamaldas Gupta 

1945 Meera Tamil Meerabai Chittor V. Nagaiah Ellis R. Dungan 
S. V. 

Venkatraman 

1947 Meerabai Hindi Meerabai Ellis R. Dungan 
S. V. 

Venkatraman 
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Film Career – 1938-47 



One of the rarest film songs of outstanding Karnatic vocalist  

M. S. Subbulakshmi Ji!  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Enjoy her melodious and beautiful, fabulous and incomparable, 

glamorous and marvellous rendition of this gorgeously composed 

beat-less Ragamalika.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Music is by the immortal greats Kamal Dasgupta Ji and Rajagopala 

Sharma Ji for this vintage Tamil blockbuster, in 1941 - Savithri.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This was the only Tamil film of legendary north Indian singing star 

Shanta Apte Ji, who was just as fantastic in her performance, and M. S. 

Ji had played the male role of sage Narada.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Another great singing star (who had a solo himself in the film), 

Chellappa Ji as Lord Yama is seen nearby. 

"Aggini Endrariyayo Karpudaya Mangayarai"  

by M. S. Subbulakshmi Ji in Savithri (1941) 



Song from Sakuntalai 



Song from Sakuntalai 

G. N. Balsubramaniam & MSS 





Known for her singing prowess, MS also acted in a few, popular films. Seen 

here in a still from the film Meera (1945), for which she also sang all the songs, 

and after its success, it was dubbed in Hindi for a wider release too. 



Sarojini Naidu introduces Hindi Meera.... 



Songs from Meera.... 



Year Film Language Role Co-Star Director Music 

1938 
Sevasadan

am 
Tamil Sumathi F. G. Natesa Iyer K. Subramanyam Papanasam Sivan 

1940 Sakuntalai Tamil Shakunthala 

G. N. 

Balasubramaniam

, Radha 

Viswanathan 

Ellis R. Dungan 
Papanasam 

Sovan 

1941 Savithiri Tamil Saint Narada 
Y. V. Rao, Shanta 

Apte 
Y. V. Rao 

Thuraiyur 

Rajagopala 

Sarma & 

Kamaldas Gupta 

1945 Meera Tamil Meerabai Chittor V. Nagaiah Ellis R. Dungan 
S. V. 

Venkatraman 

1947 Meerabai Hindi Meerabai Ellis R. Dungan 
S. V. 

Venkatraman 
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A light-hearted moment of MS trying her 

hand at photography. Pics 

courtesy/shanmukhananda archives 



Seen with actress Vyjayanthimala Bali (second from left), singer Lata 

Mangeshkar, and her daughter Radha Viswanathan 



The singer received honorary doctorate 

from five universities and was also the first 

Indian musician to receive the Ramon 

Magsaysay Award. Seen here with then 

Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi. 



She was a devotee of Mahaswami of Kanchi Sri Chandrasekharendra 

Saraswati. She is seen praying before his image at her home. 



Ba re panduranga, kevnha bhet deshi.... 



After the death of her husband  

Kalki Sadasivam in 1997, she stopped  

all her public performances. 



 Madurai Shanmukhavadivu Subbulakshmi  

She was the first musician ever to be awarded the Bharat Ratna, 

 India's highest civilian honour in 1998 

She is the first Indian musician to receive the Ramon Magsaysay award, often 
considered Asia's Nobel Prize, in 1974 with the citation reading  

"Exacting purists acknowledge Srimati M. S. Subbulakshmi as the leading exponent of 
classical and semi-classical songs in the carnatic tradition of South India” 
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She was bestowed with enormous prize moneys with these awards, 

most of which she donated to charity.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
She has given more than 200 charity concerts and raised well over Rs. 

10,000,000. She was awarded honorary degrees from several Universities.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

She was an ardent devotee of Kanchi Mahaswamigal and she 

rendered his composition Maithreem Bhajatha (O World! Cultivate 

peace) in her concert at the UN in 1966.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

She made a 20-minute recording of Venkatesa Suprabhatam for 

HMV, the royalty from which goes to the Veda Patasala run by the 

Tirupati Tirumala Devasthanam. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

She donated many of the royalties on several best sold records to 

many charity organisations. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanchi_Mahaswamigal


She was honoured as a resident artist [Asthana Vidhwan]  

of Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams. 

====================================================== 

Tirupati Urban Development Authority has installed a bronze statue of 

M.S. Subbulakshmi at the Poornakumbham circle in the temple town.  

It was unveiled by Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister  

Y. S. Rajasekhara Reddy on 28 May 2006 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Kancheepuram Saree shade known as MS Blue was named after her. 

========================================================== 

A commemorative postage stamp on her was issued on in December 2005 
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She was widely honoured, praised and awarded. 

Some of the more popular ones include 

==================================== 

Padma Bhushan in 1954 

Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1956 

Sangeetha Kalanidhi in 1968  

(She was the first woman recipient of the title) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ramon Magsaysay award  

(often considered Asia's Nobel Prize) in 1974 

Padma Vibhushan in 1975 

Sangeetha Kalasikhamani in 1975  

by The Indian Fine Arts Society, Chennai 

Kalidas Samman in 1988 

Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration in 1990 

Bharat Ratna in 1998. 
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had this to say about M.S. Subbulakshmi-  

"Who am I, a mere Prime Minister before a Queen, a Queen of Music".  

 

While Lata Mangeshkar called herTapaswini (the Renunciate),  

Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan termed her Suswaralakshmi  

(the goddess of the perfect note),  

 

Kishori Amonkar labelled her the ultimate eighth note or Aathuvaan Sur, which is above the 

seven notes basic to all music.  

 

The great national leader and poet Sarojini Naidu called her "Nightingale of India".  

 

Her many famous renditions of bhajans include the chanting of Bhaja Govindam, Vishnu 

sahasranama (1000 names of Vishnu), Hari Tuma Haro and 

the Venkateswara Suprabhatam (musical hymns to awaken Lord Balaji early in the morning). 

 

And Vande Mataram duet with Dilipkumar Roy! 
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Vishnu Sahasranamam.... 

Vishnu Sahasranama is a list of 1,000 names of Vishnu,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vishnu


THANKS! 

Compiled by -  

Dr. Suresh Chandvankar,  

Hon. Secretary, ‘Society of Indian Record Collectors’ 

chandvankar@yahoo.com 


